Richard A. Gerdeman
March 6, 1932 - December 20, 2015

Richard “Rich” A. Gerdeman, 83, of Delphos, passed away on Sunday morning,
December 20, 2015, at Vancrest Healthcare Center, surrounded by his loving family.

He was born March 6, 1932 in Van Wert County to the late Alfred and Clara (Reindel)
Gerdeman. On May 15, 1954 he married Mary Lou (Hohlbein) Gerdeman.
He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Mary Lou Gerdeman of Delphos; two sons, Rick
(Sandy) Gerdeman of St. Marys and Larry Gerdeman of Delphos; a daughter, Lynn
(David) McCray of Lima; two brothers, Herb (Clarann) Gerdeman and Don Gerdeman,
both of Delphos; a sister, Lois (Ken) Blankemeyer of Delphos; a sister-in-law, Carlene
Gerdeman of Delphos; a daughter-in-law, Linda Gerdeman of Lima; three grandchildren,
Amy (Andrew) Messieha of Houston, TX, Abby Gerdeman of Raleigh, NC and Katie
McCray of Columbus; one great-granddaughter, Adyson Messieha; and many many
nieces and nephews.
He was also preceded in death by two brothers, Elmer and Irvin Gerdeman.
Richard was an Army veteran of the Korean Conflict and retired after 32 years from Ford
Motor Company. He was valedictorian of the Delphos St. John’s class of 1950 and
continued to be a faithful member of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church. He was also
a member of the Knights of Columbus Delphos Council 1362, the St. Vincent DePaul
Society and the VFW Post 3035. Richard loved to play cards and games with his
granddaughters and enjoyed traveling with the Ford Retiree’s Club. Richard was an avid
Cleveland Indians and Notre Dame fan, and loved to garden. He was a loving husband,
father, grandfather and great-grandfather, who was very proud of his family. He was the
heart of the family and always brought a smile to everyone who knew him. He was a true
gentleman and always put family first.
Mass of Christian Burial will begin at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 23, 2015 at St.

John the Evangelist Catholic Church, the Rev. George Mahas officiating. Burial will follow
in Resurrection Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 2-8 p.m. on Tuesday at Weber Funeral Home, 1840 E. Fifth St.,
Delphos, where a Parish Wake Service will be held at 8:00 p.m. Memorial contributions
may be made to St. John’s Church or to a charity of the donor’s choice.
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Weber Funeral Home
1840 E 5th St., Delphos, OH, US, 45833
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Service

01:30PM

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
OH, US

Comments

“

Dear Gerdeman Family:
I wish to convey my sincerest condolences to your entire family. Losing a loved one
in death is one is one of the hardest things that anyone will ever have to deal with.
Their is a great hope held out to us for the future because God promises to bring
those we lost back to life by means of a resurrection to a paradise earth, where
sickness and death will be no more. I hope this brief message will bring you a
measure of comfort in this difficult time.

johnson family - December 23, 2015 at 12:27 PM

“

Dear Mary Lou, My deepest sympathies. Evelyn Martin

Evelyn Martin - December 22, 2015 at 01:16 PM

“

I will always have fond memories of Uncle Rich. He was always so kind and easy to
talk to. In our wedding video from almost 25 years ago, there's a shot of Uncle Rich
coming up to give me a kiss. I will cherish that memory!! Rest in peace. Love you!

Shelly Klausing - December 22, 2015 at 09:10 AM

“

I worked at Ford with Dick, and although I didn't know him well, interactions did
always bring a smile, and still does. He was a great guy and will be missed by all! My
sympathies to all the family and friends that loved him.

Bev Williams - December 22, 2015 at 05:39 AM

“

I wish to extend my deepest condolences to my aunt and god mother Mary Lou, my
cousins, Rick, Larry and Lynn and the rest of the Gerdeman family on the passing of
Uncle Rich. He was always a good uncle and have fond memories of shared times at
Atwood lake.
Shawn and Cathy Blankemeyer

Shawn Blankemeyer - December 21, 2015 at 06:24 PM

