Joan Elizabeth Belt
May 9, 1928 - February 2, 2016

Joan Elizabeth (“Jo”) Belt passed away on Tuesday, February 2, 2016, surrounded by her
children.
She was born on May 9, 1928, in Bellaire, Ohio, the only child of Russell Giffin and Helen
(Kreis) Giffin. Jo grew up on Rock Hill, Ohio, along with her many cousins. She met her
future husband of 35 years, Dr. James C. (“Buck”) Belt, when they were in 8th grade. They
went to high school and, then, college together at The Ohio State University. Jo became
an art teacher and continued her love of art for her entire life. She loved painting, ceramics
and jewelry making as well as doing crafts with her children and grandchildren.
Jo and Buck raised their family in Delphos, Ohio, where Buck established his medical
practice and Jo was active in community affairs. She was a member of the Delphos
Presbyterian Church, the Red Cross, the St. Rita’s Hospital Auxiliary, the Delphos Club
Auxiliary and she was instrumental in the re-establishment of the Delphos Historical
Society. In 1968, she was named the Tri-County Woman of the Year.
After Buck died in 1986, Jo continued to enjoy life and widened her circle of friends when
she moved to Florida. There, like in Delphos and Lima, she was a spark for many
memorable get togethers and she will be remembered for her beautiful smile and her
sense of humor. For many years she organized an annual trip to the Ann Arbor Art Fair
and she was always ready for an adventure in life.
Later, Jo moved to be near her children and grandchildren, living in Clarion, Pennsylvania,
Lansing , Michigan and, most recently, Van Wert, Ohio.
Her family was the center of her life. Jo is survived by her children, Jane (Craig)
Gudakunst, Jennifer (Todd) DuChene, Judy Belt and Russ (Rhonda) Belt, and her
grandchildren, Doug (Dani) Gudakunst, Riley (Quinn) Gudakunst, Elizabeth, Maggie and
Emily DuChene, and Makenna Belt. She was preceded in death by Buck and her
granddaughter Mary DuChene. Jo was a beloved mother, grandmother, aunt and friend.

Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, February 5, 2016 at Weber Funeral
Home, 1840 E. Fifth St., Delphos, Ohio 45833. Burial will follow in Walnut Grove
Cemetery. Visitation will be from 4-8 p.m. on Thursday at the funeral home. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Delphos Public Library by contacting
krist@seolibraries.org or to the American Red Cross. Online condolences may be
expressed at www.weberfh.net.
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Comments

“

Our condolences go out to Joan's family. Your mother brought such joy to so many
people in the years that she spent in Highland Woods in Florida. We were blessed to
be her neighbor and it was always such a pleasure to spend time with her. She was a
marvelous cook and hostess and a great story teller. She was so thoughtful of others
and shared her beautiful cards and crafts with us. Joan was a great party planner
and if she was present we all had a fun time! She was full of life and the kindest
person we could have known. We've missed her since she moved back north and I
know you miss her too! Our prayers go out to your family.
Bob and Marylou Belote

Marylou Belote - February 13, 2016 at 08:48 AM

“

To all the Belt children and families I extend my sincere sympathy to you for your loss. Your mother was a lovely person
and fun to be with. My sister, Jannie, and I had many great times with her when she
lived in Florida and our mother was visiting us in Sarasota. We always got them
together and had lots of fun doing so. My mother, Carolyn Brandehoff, died last
November so I'm sure these long time friends are having a wonderful reunion!
Lolly Baerveldt

lolly baerveldt - February 07, 2016 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear Jane, Jennifer, Judy and Russ,
Please except my deepest heartfelt condolences on the death of your dear Mother. I
will always remember her and your entire family with much love. I fell very blessed to
have had, "The Belt Family" as wonderful neighbors and more so, wonderful friends!
Please keep in touch!
With much love,
Dorothy Smith Lockhart

Dorothy Lockhart - February 07, 2016 at 09:56 AM

“

May God wrap his loving arms around all of you to give you peace, love, and
strength during this difficult time. May her memory be eternal.
Nancy Blythe, Delphos
Stephen and Cheri Blythe, Stillwater, Minnesota
Greg and Jauchia Blythe, Kaneohe, Hawaii

Laura and Jeff Osburn, Delphos
Laura - February 05, 2016 at 03:18 PM

“

Russ,
So sorry for your loss! I always admired your mom, her warm smile, her sense of
humor, her timeless beauty. The photos shared on here show what an elegant
woman she was!
My work schedule will not allow me to be there in person but please know I am
thinking of you and your family during this difficult time. Prayers lifted as I am certain
you are able to celebrate the beauty of her life!
Hugs,
Cheryl Sybert

Cheryl Stuard - February 04, 2016 at 10:22 PM

“

So sorry to learn of your Mother's passing. Have so many fond memories of your
family, especially the many hours spent baby-sitting you girls, Jane Ann, Jennifer and
Judy. Peace and love to all of you from Mar-Mar. Sorry I can't express my sympathy
in person.
Mary Grone Kniss

Mary Grone Kniss - February 04, 2016 at 09:33 PM

“

Dear Jane, Jennifer, Judy, Russ, and family, I'm almost at a loss for words after
viewing all the beautiful photos, your mom’s incandescent smile lighting up just about
every single one of them. I have so many great memories of your mom, including
visiting and tearing around your house in Delphos when we were kids, to her famous
Halloween costume the year my mom threw a party at her (our) house in Lima, to a
couple of fun Ann Arbor Art Fair trips. My mother and yours were great friends, as
were our dads... My mom also admired your mom, her creativity in particular. Mom
always had a story about Jo’s latest, wonderful creative project, even into the last
few/several years. I cherish the memories of our families, which form a big part of my
early life.
My best to all of you, with sympathy, love, and prayers.
Leslie Hanna

Leslie Hanna - February 04, 2016 at 08:05 PM

“

Dear Jane, Jennifer, Judy, Russ and Family, I am so sorry for the loss of your mom. It was
great that we got to see her at the family reunion a couple of years ago and see her smile
and listen to her laughter. I am sad that we cannot be with you for the funeral but know that
you are in our thoughts and prayers. I loved looking at the pictures online and remembering
the times we went to see you as a family over the years. God bless you. Ralph and Donna
Donna Harsch - February 05, 2016 at 06:53 AM

“

130 files added to the album LifeTributes

Weber Funeral Home - February 04, 2016 at 02:06 PM

“

“

These are just gorgeous.
Leslie Hanna - February 04, 2016 at 08:10 PM

Mark and Linda Miller would like to express our deepest sympathy to the friends and
family of Jo Belt lots of fun memories of Jo and doctor Belt who was a pleasure
working for and remember faith family friends will help you through this difficult time

Linda Miller - February 04, 2016 at 10:31 AM

“

Dear Jane, Jennifer, Judy, and Russ, Your home was always a warm and welcoming
place when we grew up in Delphos. I have wonderful memories and am thinking of
all of you during this time. My thoughts and prayers go out to each of you. Paula
(Eversole) Nunez

Paula Nunez - February 04, 2016 at 09:08 AM

“

Dear Jane jennifer Judy and Russ memories abound of a time which doesn't seem
all that long ago of us all growing up in delphos. I think I spent as much time at your
house as my own. No was like a second mom to me. She will truly be missed. She
leaves behind a strong and loving family which is a testimony oh her life. God bless
you all. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you all. David and Jan Tangeman

jan tangeman - February 04, 2016 at 08:42 AM

“

Love, The Freenock Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Joan Elizabeth Belt.

Love, The Freenock Family - February 04, 2016 at 08:36 AM

“

Russ, Your mom and dad always meant so much to the Bertling family. Great
people!!! They were good friends to my mom and dad and they were true leaders in
the Delphos community. Julie and I would be there if we could but we are traveling at
this time. Our prayers are with you and your family. It's always tough at these times
no matter how prepared you think you are. Julie and Glenn Bertling

Glenn Bertling - February 04, 2016 at 06:58 AM

“

I have very fond memories of Jo. I send warmest regards to her children (who I
know) and those younger descendants who I've not met. She leaves a wonderful
legacy.
Greg Lemke

greg lemke - February 03, 2016 at 10:28 PM

“

Dear Jane, Jennifer, Judy and Russ,
The Cohen family in Delphos has known the wonderful Belt family for over a half
century.
I am so happy I visited your mom in September at Van Crest Nursing home in Van
Wert. I have a lovely picture of us surrounded by photos and memories of life in
Delphos.
Her extraordinary talent for art and beauty brought smiles and joy to all who knew
her.

Proud mother and grandmother and a great friend. The four of you are blessed to
have had such a loving and devoted mother,
With love,
Jacquie Cohen Ralph
jacquie Ralph - February 03, 2016 at 09:12 PM

“

Beautiful photo. She always remembered how she was with my mom on the day
Pearl Harbor was bombed and mentioned mom's radio. I'll always cherish the print of
the Wheeling market she gave Rob and I and I'm guessing she's with other Weiss'
now sharing loving and funny memories. Prayers to you all. Love Rob and Kim
(Weiss) Westall

kim - February 03, 2016 at 08:29 PM

“

Anam Caras purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Joan Elizabeth Belt.

Anam Caras - February 03, 2016 at 12:56 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, Russ. I remember you talking about your Mother at work. Your
memories will always be with you.
Rosemary Charleston

Rosemary Charleston - February 03, 2016 at 08:06 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Joan Elizabeth Belt.

February 02, 2016 at 08:54 PM

“

Sending you blessing to all. Jo and Dad (Calvin) were partners in "crime".

Betsy Giffin - February 02, 2016 at 08:16 PM

“

Judy's friends at Emory (Planning Office & Dane Peterson) purchased the Enchanted
Cottage for the family of Joan Elizabeth Belt.

Judy's friends at Emory (Planning Office & Dane Peterson) - February 02, 2016 at 03:26 PM

“

Russ, Rhonda & Family, Thoughts and prayers to you. It's hard losing a parent and
hope you all enjoy your great memories with your mom. Thinking of you all!
Gregg & Jane (Gerdeman) Giessler

Gregg & Jane Giessler - February 02, 2016 at 02:36 PM

“

Gregg & Jane Giessler lit a candle in memory of Joan Elizabeth Belt

Gregg & Jane Giessler - February 02, 2016 at 02:22 PM

